Beginning in the 2007-2008 contest year, NCETA renamed the non-fiction writing contest after

William Watterson of Watauga High School in Boone and Betty Timberlake (retired) of Enloe

High School in Raleigh. Both Bill and Betty began submitting student entries to NCETA contests in 1997. Since that time, their combined submissions have won 13 of the first, second, and third

place Wade Edwards Awards and eight of the first place awards in non-fiction. Both also give full credit for their accomplishments back to their students.
Eligible Contestants

The contest is open to all North Carolina students in Grade 11.

Awards Given

First Place
· $250
All Finalists Who Attend the Fall Conference to Compete in the Finals

· $50 stipend

· Opportunity to meet with the year’s Ragan-Rubin recipient
· A  signed copy of his or her book
· Additional scholarship opportunities may be available via North Carolina colleges and universities.

Requirements

· The number of entries allowed per school is determined by enrollment: Up to 500 (one entry); 501-1000 (two entries); 1001-1500 (three entries); and above 1500 (four entries);

· Schools larger than 500 may include only one entry per student;

· Students must write 750 words or fewer of original non-fiction on a self-selected topic;

· Regional finalists (one from each region) must compete in the prompt-based final competition at NCETA’s fall conference;

· The entry must be typed and saved in electronic format;

· No photos, please;

· Email one copy of the entry form and entry to wattersontimberrlakeaward@gmail.com by April 15, 2010.

· Mail one copy of the entry form and entry to:  Director of Writing Contests, Nancy Posey, 4405 2nd St. Lan. NW, Hickory, NC 28601.
