Amy Charles directed the NCETA writing contests for twenty years, beginning in 1961. “A native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Charles received her BA from Westminster College (1943) and her MA from the University of Pennsylvania (1944). After her tenure at Westminster, she completed her PhD at the University of Pennsylvania (1955). A year later, she moved to the Woman’s College (subsequently UNC-Greensboro), where she taught until shortly before her death, March 24, 1985.” (1993 The North Carolina English Teacher  11). The contest was named the Amy Charles Writing Awards in 1985 and merged with the North Carolina Writing Awards in 1992 at the request of NCDPI, who had previously administered those awards. In 2007, the NCETA Board of Directors added the middle school contest and made the award exclusively a short fiction contest.
Eligible Contestants

The contest is open to all North Carolina Students in Grades 6-8 and 9-12.

Awards Given

First Place High School

· $250 and publication on NCETA web site

Second-Fifth Place High School

· Publication on NCETA web site

First Place Middle School

· $250 and publication on NCETA web site

Second-Fifth Place Middle  School

· Publication on NCETA web site

Requirements

· The number of entries allowed per school is determined by enrollment:  Up to 500 (one entry); 501-1000 (two entries); 1001-1500 (three entries); and above 1500 (four entries);

· Schools larger than 500 may include only one entry per student;

· The entry must be approximately 750 words of original short prose fiction;

· Please type in 12 pt. Times New Roman Font and save in electronic format;

· Do not include photos;

· Email one copy of the entry form and entry to amycharles@ncenglishteacher.org by April 15, 2010

· Mail one copy of the entry form and entry to:  Dolores Cupo, South Caldwell High School, 7035 Spartan Drive, Hudson, NC 28638  (dcupo@caa.k12.nc.us)

